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Twenty-Second Annual Synod Assembly
Sierra Pacific Synod
of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Agenda
May 28-30, 2009
Valdez Hall, Fresno Convention Center
&
Radisson Hotel Conference Center
Fresno, CA

“God’s Work, Our Hands”

“l am confident of this, that the one who began @gd work among you will

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. for it is God who is at

work in you, enabling you both to will and to woikr God’s good pleasure.”
Philippians 1:6; 2:13

Thursday, May 28, 2009

9:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Registration Tables Open
Radisson Hotel Conference Center

10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Pictures of SPS Called Leaders ¢akfor Photo Directory

Display Area — Radisson Conference Center

10:00 a.m. Budget/Resolutions Hearings -- Main Hall@stairs Breakout Rooms
Budget Hearing Main Hall, Valdez Hall
Resolution 09-01 Kingsburg and Selma
Resolution 09-02 Coalinga and Reedley
Resolution 09-03 Fowler and Kerman
Resolution 09-04 Sanger

11:00 a.m. New Voting Member Orientation Main Heddez Hall



11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:45 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

1:05 p.m.

1:55 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

Women’s Luncheon, Sponsored by P.L.T.S. Salon A
Dean’s Luncheon Salon D-3
Gathering Music Main Hall, Valdez Hall
Opening of Assembly Rite/Hymn “Gather Us In” — ELW 532

Bible Study #1 — “Book of Faith”
Bishop Emeritus April Ulring Larson

Hymn =Christ Be Our Light”— ELW 715
Business Session 1 Main Hall, Valdez Hall

Opening Prayefrecently called SPS leader The Rev. Virginia Bishop,
Mariposa Lutheran,
Mariposa

Credentials Report

Adoption of Rules of Procedure
Adoption of Assembly Agenda
Appointment of Assembly Committees

Welcome of New Congregation to the Synod —
Mountain Lutheran, Groveland

Report of the Nominating Committee and Procedures for
nominations from the floor

Greetings from Assembly Host Conference Dean
Report of the Synod Vice President

Introduction of voting machine procedures
Resolutions

Greetings/Reports

Closing Pray€gPsS Interi Sam Kanenwisher, Intern (P.L.T.S.)
University Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley



4:00 p.m. District Caucuses
Electoral District A
Electoral District B
Electoral District C
Electoral District D
Electoral District E

Upstairs Breakb&Rooms

Sanger
Clovis

5:15 p.m. Global Mission Dinner Main Hall, ValdeAHall

Speakers will offer insights into our work with Global

Mission Partners, including our Companion Synod —
The Lutheran Church of Rwanda

OR

5:15 p.m. Lutheran Office of Public Policy/
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of Nevada Dinner
Speakers will highlight work being done in our synod
regarding advocacy ministries in the communities weeserv

Salon A

When you check in/register at the Assembly, you \wd asked
to decide whichdinner event you would like to attend.

7:15 p.m. Holy Communion -- Setting 8 — ELW Main Hall, Valdez Hall
Presider: The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Bishop
Preacher: The Rev. Nancy Feniuk Nelson,

Bishop’s Associate
Assisting Minister: The Rev. Harvey Blomberg,

Director for Evangelical Mission

Friday, May 29, 2009

7:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. Registration Tables Open

Radisson Hotel Conference Center
After 2:00 p.m. Registration will be at the
Assembly Synod Office in the Box Office of Valdez Hall
10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Pictures of SPS Called Leaders ¢akfor Photo Directory
Display Area — Radisson Conference Center

Coalinga and Reedley
Fowler and Kerman
Kingsburg and Selma



7:00 a.m.

8:15 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

8:45 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

(Breakfast on your own)
Morning Prayer The Rev. Greg Schaefer p&ligalon D-1)
Gathering Music
Responsive Prayer The Rev. Don Romsa/ddiap
Lutheran Campus Ministry,

Fresno St. Univ

Bible Study #2 — “Book of Faith”
Bishop Entas April Ulring Larson

Business Session 2 Main Hall, Valdez Hall

Opening Praye(recently called SPS leader The Rev. Nick Droge
Bethany Lutheran, Kerman

Credentials Committee Report
Introductions: Recently called leaders servirgs tall
Called leaders new to the synod
Churchwide Guests
Report of the Bishop
Report of elections/nominations from district caaesu
Introductions/Statements from Nominees
Synod Council Nominees
Treasurer Nominees
Voting for Synod Council Members and Treasurer
Greetings/Reports
Synod Youth Ministry Report
Report of the Synod Treasurer

Receipt of Audit report

Introduction of Proposed 2010 budget



10:45 a.m. Stretch/Music — Hymr‘A Mighty Fortress” — ELW 504

11:00 a.m. ELCA Churchwide Report Mr. Carlos Pefia,
Vice President of the ELCA
11:45 a.m. Closing PrayésPs Interj Breonna Roberts, Intern (P.L.T.S.)
St. Paul Lutheran, Oakland
Lunch Break — Box Lunches (AA Meeting — Salon G)
12:45 a.m. Gathering Music
1:00 p.m. Business Session 3 Main Hall, Valdez Hall

Opening Praye(recently called SPS leader The Rev. Trudy Franzen,
American Lutheran, Woodland

Credentials Committee Report
Presentation of Books to Central Valley Book Bank
Report of Synod Transition Team The Rev. Nancy FeNeilkon,
Bishop’s Associate
The Rev. Jeff Thiemann, Pastor,
St. Matthew Lutheran, Walnut Creek

Reports/Elections (Synod council At Large)/Resolutions

Closing Praye(SPS Interh Justin Nickel, Intern (Luther Seminary),
Lutheran Church of the Cross, Berkeley

2:30 p.m. Keynote #1 The Rev. John Rutsindinanne,
General Secretary, Lutheran Church of Rwanda

3:20 p.m. Move to workshops
3:30 - 6:15 p.m. Workshops for the Advancement of Ministry

See list of workshops below — workshops may be offered once or
twice, check list for location and time of each workshop.

5:00 p.m. Social Gathering hosted by Debbiolnerud for spouses/partners
of clergy, AiM’s and dconal ministers -- in Tioga
(first floor of Radiss Hotel).



3:30 — 4:45 p.m. Workshops — Session 1

Presenter Title Meeting Room

Jim Goldsmith Building Hope: Tools for Small Town and Salon A-1
Rural Congregations

Mary Campbell and John Getting to Know Our Companion Synods Salon D-2

Rutsindintwarne and Parishes in Rwanda and El Salvador

Diane McGeogh Opening the Book: Join the Conversation Salok-2

Karen Woida Christian Education Models for Smaller Salon D-3
Congregations

Dale Loepp & David Balch What's Love Got to Do with It? A Clovis
Conversation On Marriage in the Book of
Faith

Barbara Droher-Kline & Emergency Assistance for these Tough Coalinga

Gregg Brown Economic Times

Jon Perez Relationships in Ministry between the Sanger
ELCA and the Episcopal Church

Craig Oldenburg Experiential Education as a Means of Fat Reedley
Formation

Kathy Booker Asante Network--Making a Difference in Fowler
the Lives of Women in Tanzania and
Uganda

Mary Ellen Salzano The Heart of Compassion: Companionig Kerman
with our Military and Families

Ed Browning, Regional Investing with Purpose: Economic and Kingsburg

Specialist (Thrivent) Investment Update

Edie and Denny Lott Interested in Granting Hope in Your Selma
Community? (A guide to applying for and
receiving ELCA World Hunger Program
Domestic Hunger Grants for outreach
projects in your community

Joseph Barndt Introducing the New Racial/Ethnic Salon D-1

Ministries Working Group of the SPS




5:00 - 6:15 p.m. Workshops — Session 2

Presenter Title Meeting Room

Jim Goldsmith Building Hope: Tools for Small Town and | Salon A-1
Rural Congregations

Mary Campbell and John Getting to Know our Companion Synods | Salon D-2

Rutsindintwarne and Parishes in Rwanda and El Salvador

Diane McGeogh Opening the Book: Join the Conversation Salok-2

Karen Woida Christian Education Models for Smaller Salon D-3
Congregations

Dale Loepp & David Balch What's Love Got to Do with It? A Clovis
Conversation on Marriage in the Book of
Faith

Barbara Droher-Kline & Emergency Assistance for these Tough Coalinga

Gregg Brown Economic Times

Diane Lowe Current ELCA and Sierra Pacific Synod Sanger
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations

Craig Oldenburg Experiential Education as a Means of Falt | Reedley
Formation

Kathy Booker Asante Network--Making a Difference in Fowler
the Lives of Women in Tanzania and
Uganda

Jim Warnock Water from Another Time - Writing a Kerman
Legacy for Your Family

Mark Carlson Criminal Justice: Developing a New ELCA | Kingsburg
Social Statement

Cindy Beck How Can Intentional Interim Ministry Selma
help Your Congregation Grow?

Joseph Barndt Introducing the New Racial/Ethnic Salon D-1
Ministries Working Group of the SPS

7:00 p.m.

Assembly Banquet/

Celebration of Anniversaries Event

8:30 p.m.

Country Gospel Service of the Word —

Led by Immanuel Lutheran, Easton

9:15 p.m.

P.L.T.S. Reception

Main Hall, Valdez Hall

Main HalValdez Hall

Salon D-2



Saturday, May 30

(Breakfast on your own)

10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Pictures of SPS Called Leaders ¢akfor Photo Directory

8:15 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

8:45 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

Display Area — Radisson Conference Center
Gathering Music
Responsive Prayer The Rev. BonhieRud Bell, Retired

Keynote #2 The Rev. Walt Parry,
Executive Director, Fresno Metro Ministry

Business Session 4 Main Hall, Valdez Hall

Opening Praye(recently called SPS leader Meghan Sobocienski, D.M.,
Congregations Organizing for Renewal,

Oakland/Hayward
Credentials Committee Report
Reports/Elections/Resolutions
Youth Convo Report
Closing PrayéPs Interi Eric Luedtke, Intern (P.L.T.S.)

Hope and St. Matthew Lutheran Churches,
Walnut Creek

Service of Holy Communion and Closing of AsselgiRite
Festival Setting 2 -- ELW

Presider: The Rev. Nancy Feniuk Nelson,
Bishop’s Associate
Preacher: The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Bishop

Assisting Minister: The Rev. Harvey Blomberg,
Director for Evangelical Mission

Go In Peace, Serve God’s People!

2010 Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly
Thursday, May 6 — Saturday, May 8
Silver Legacy Hotel, Reno, Nevada



Synod Assembly Planning Committee
Kathryn Beck, Faith, Reno, Chair
Mr Jim Gray,Consultant
Rev. Sandra Bentz, Dean, Porterville, CA
Jay Hines-Shah, Synod Council Liaison
Bishop Mark W. Holmerud, Office of the Bishop
Ms Stephanie Leong, First, Palo Alto
Rev. Dean Nelson, Dean, Los Banos, CA
Rev. Rob O’Berg, Dean, Fresno, CA
Rev. Mary Sanders, Shepherd of the Valley, Galt

Mary Tidwell, Synod Council, Liaison

Planning Committee Advisory Members
Doris Payne, Fresno
Margie Back, Fresno

The Rev. Don Romsa, Fresno

Resolutions Committee
The Rev Ed Bastedo, Grace, King City, Chair
Ms. Gisela Daetz, Immanuel, Los Altos, CA
Bishop Mark W. Holmerud, Office of the Bishop
The Rev. Jim Lapp, St. Stephen, Santa Cruz
The Rev. Roger Lee, Hope, Fresno
Mr. Mike Telleen, St. Andrew, San Mateo

Sierra Pacific Synod Office Staff
Ms. Barbara Nelson
Ms. Suzanne Bruce
Ms. Mary Brown

Mr. Steven Krefting



Who's Up Front at the Assembly?

Mr. Larry Moeller, Sacramento

Synod Vice-President

The Rev. Mark Price, Lodi

Synod Treasurer

Ms. Pat CasliNovato
Synod Secretary

The Rev. Robert A. Hutsn, Jr.
Carefree, AZ

Parliamentarian



District A

District B

District C

District D

District E

At Large

Youth

Leadership

Dr. Margaret McLean
St. Mark’s, S.F.

Synod Council Members

Ms. Karen Goldsmith
Christ, Fortuna, 2009

Rev. Tom Beck
Faith, Reno, NV, 2009

(vacant)
2009

Ms. Gisela Dietz
Immanuel, Los Altos,
2009

Rev. Paul Theiss
Fernley Mission,
Fernley, NV, 2009

Mr. Jayesh Hines-Shah
Shepherd of the Hills,
Berkeley, 2009

Ms. Quinta Ekong
Ebenezer, San Francisco.
2009

Discipling Team Chairs

Mr. Perry Gray-Reneberg

Grace, Redway, 2010

Ms. Mary Tidwell
Church of the Master,
Sacramento, 2010

Rev. Sarah Isakson
Church of the Cross,
Berkeley, 2010

Mr. John Kuehner
St. Luke, Sunnyvale,
2010

Ms. Sharon Seegmiller
St. Paul, Lodi, 2010

Ms. Karen Anderson
Marin, Corte Madera, 2010

Witness and Service

Rev. Jim Gol dsmith
Christ, Fortuna

Word and

Rev. Newt Kerney
Cros s & Crown,
Rohnert Park, 2011

Mr. Don Strauch
Ca Ivary, Rio Linda, 2011

Ms. Ann Brannen
Holy Redeemer,
Fremont, 2011

Rev. Susan Bi rkelo
Comm  unity,
Watsonville, 2011

Mr. Merle  Hanson
Hope, Fres no, 2011

Ms. Pam Bertani
St. Mark’s, Fairfield,
2011

Sacrament

Ms. Ann Watkins
Our Savio r’s, Lafayette



Celebrating 50 Years of Ordained Service
The Rev. Roy Blumhorst

The Rev. Roy Blumhorst graduated from St. Paul’s College, Concordia, MO, and Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis, MO. He also received a Master’s Degree from St. Louis University.

He was ordained at Hope Lutheran Church in LaGrange, IL on July 19, 1959. He served the
Board for Higher Education, LCMS; Hope Lutheran Church in LaGrange, IL; First Trinity
Lutheran Church in Washington, DC; the Center for Creative Ministry in Oakland, CA; and
Concordia High School in Oakland, CA. He also served as Director of Development at Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary. His last call was to St. Philip’s Lutheran Church in Carmel
Valley, CA.

Pastor Blumhorst retired in 2001. In retirement he served a number of years as part of the
chaplaincy team for Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. He and his wife, Vernette,
reside in Carmel, CA.

The Rev. Glenn E. Johnson

The Rev. Glenn E. Johnson graduated from Pacific Lutheran University, Parkland, WA, and
Augustana Theological Seminary, Rock Island, IL.

He was ordained June 21, 1959 into the Augustana Lutheran Church, predecessor of the LCA.
He served Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Santa Maria, CA; All Saints Lutheran Church, Danville,
CA,; Luther Memorial Church, Sacramento, CA; St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Santa Cruz, CA;
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Seal Beach, CA; He retired September 1, 1996.

Pastor Johnson’s wife, Barbara, passed away in 2004. He continues to reside in Santa Cruz,

CA.
The Rev. Charles C. Kuo

The Rev. Charles C. Kuo graduated from Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. He
was ordained May 30, 1959 into the Lutheran Church of Hong Kong.

Pastor Kuo served Lutheran churches in Hong Kong following his ordination. In 1978 he was
called as a Pastor Developer in San Francisco through the Division for Ministry in North America
of the LCA. In 1980 he was called to Chinese Lutheran Church in San Francisco. He retired
December 31, 1992

Pastor Kuo and his wife, Deborah, reside in San Francisco.



The Rev. Wallace L. Lundeen

The Rev. Wallace L. Lundeen graduated from Luther College, Decorah, IA and Luther
Seminary, St. Paul, MN. He also received an MA degree from California State Univeristy,
Sacramento, CA. He was ordained in May, 1959.

Pastor Lundeen served Highland Street Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA; Faith Lutheran
Church, Pioneer, CA; and St. Luke American Lutheran Church, Sacramento, CA. He was also
a V.A. Hospital Chaplain and a California Youth Authority Chaplain. He retired March 1, 1992.
Pastor Lundeen and his wife, Barbara, reside in Sacramento.

The Rev. Donald T. Ranstrom

The Rev. Donald T. Ranstrom graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN, and
Augustana Theological Seminary, Rock Island, IL. He did graduate studies at the University of
California, Davis. He was ordained June 21, 1959 into the Augustana Lutheran Church,
predecessor body of the LCA.

Pastor Ranstrom served Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Brigham City, UT; Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Sacramento, CA, and then became Campus Pastor at the University of
California, Davis. He retired in September 1998.

Pastor Ranstrom and his wife, Roberta, reside in Davis.



The Rev. Jerry L. Schmalenberger

The Rev. Jerry L. Schmalenberger graduated from Wittenberg College, Springfield, OH, and
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, OH. He earned a DMin from the Consortium for Higher
Education Religious Studies, Columbus, OH. He was ordained January 23, 1959 into the
United Lutheran Church, predecessor body of the LCA.

Pastor Schmalenberger served Third Lutheran Church, Springfield, OH; First Lutheran Church,
Bellefontaine, OH; First Lutheran Church, Tiffin, OH; First English Lutheran church, Mansfield,
OH, and St. John’s Lutheran Church, Des Moines, IA. In 1988 he was called to become
President of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, a call that he served until 1996. He
continued at PLTS as Professor of Parish Ministry until February 1, 1999, when he retired. In
retirement he has continued to serve the church through teaching in various venues around the
world, most recently at the Lutheran Seminary in Hong Kong.

Pastor Schmalenberger and his wife, Carol, who is Archivist for the Sierra Pacific Synod, make
their home in Pittsburg, CA.

The Rev. Paul T. Valentiner

The Rev. Paul T. Valentiner graduated from Wagner, College, Staten Island, NY and Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, CA. He also earned a Master of Sacred Theology in
Urban Ministry from New York Theological Seminary, and a Master of Urban Planning from the
Graduate School of Public Administration, New York University. He was ordained May 24,
19509.

Pastor Valentiner served as a mission developer in Oxnard and Port Hueneme, CA. He also
served Advent Lutheran Church, Elmont, NY; Zion Lutheran church, Flatbush, NY; and St.
Peter’s-in-the-Bronx, NY. He served as a Planner for the ALC’s Division for Service and
Mission. He then served Grace Lutheran Church, Fresno, CA until his retirement November 1,
1998.

Pastor Valentiner’s wife, Virgal, passed away in 2008. He resides in Los Osos, CA.



The Rev. Robert R. Westerhoff

The Rev. Robert R. Westerhoff graduated from Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY, and Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, MN. He was ordained June 15, 1969.

He served St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Lakewood, CA; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Fremont, CA; and St. James Lutheran Church, San Leandro, CA. He retired August 1, 1998.

Pastor Westerhoff and his wife, Dorothy, reside in Fremont, CA.

Others Celebrating Significant Anniversaries
of Ordination/Commissioning

Clergy
1944 — 65 Years 1974 — 35 Years
The Rev. Donald O. Nelson The Rev. Allen B. Dunn
The Rev. Henry G. Pflueger The Rev. Jerry F. Guthrie
The Rev. Dwane L. Michael
1949 — 60 Years The Rev. T. Scott Minke
The Rev. Richard D. Bergman
The Rev. Percival C. Lovseth 1984 — 25 Years
The Rev. C. Lynn Bailey
1954 — 55 Years The Rev. Bonnie J. LeRud Bell
The Rev. Lauren |. Egdahl The Rev. Donna R. Duensing
The Rev. Owen K. Grams The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud
The Rev. Leonard H. Maigaard The Rev. Scot E. Sorensen
The Rev. Kenneth E. Peterson The Rev. Brian D. Stein-Webber
The Rev. Donald E. Schedler The Rev. Mary B. Stein-Webber
The Rev. Royce J. Scherf The Rev. Carl J. Tuisku
A.l.LM.

1974 — 35 Years Mr. Barry W. Haak



Congregations Celebrating
Significant Anniversaries

1884 — 125 Years

San Jose -- Immanuel Lutheran Church Pastor C. Lynn Bailey

1909 — 100 Years

Escalon -- Saron Lutheran Church Pastor Victor Berg-Haglund

1959 — 50 Years

Merced -- Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church

Redding -- St. James Lutheran Church Pastor William H. Feeser
Pastor William S. Griffin

Redway -- Grace Lutheran Church Pastor Jerayne Gray-
Reneberg

Roster Changes Since 2008 Assembly

Newly Ordained or Certified

The Rev. Khader Khalilia...........ccovviiiiinnnnn. St. Andrew, San Mateo, CA
The Rev. April M. Almaas ...........ccccevvvvvvniennnn. Holy Redeemer, Newark, CA
The Rev. Jonathan Yurk ........cccceevviiiiiiiiiiieeeeceeeeeiienns Holy Cross, Reno, NV

Additions to the Roster

The Rev. Susan ANderson...........cccveeeeeeeiiiieeeeeenns Our Savior, Quincy, CA
The Rev. Greggory Brown ...........cccevvvviennnnn. Miracles of Faith, Oakland, CA
The Rev. Chris TOWNSend ...........cooevviiieiiieiiiii e, Emanuel, Lodi, CA

The Rev. Todd R. Wallace...................... Good Shepherd, Sacramento, CA



Retired Ordained Ministers

The following ordained ministers on the roster of the Sierra Pacific Synod have
retired since the 2008 Handbook was published:

The Rev. Sharon Brostrom

Ordained in 1991, Pastor Brostrom served congregations in Massachusetts and
California until her retirement in 2008.

The Rev. James W. Munson

Ordained in 1963, Pastor Munson served congregations in Wisconsin, Nebraska,
lowa, Missouri and California. He also served Lutheran Social Services in
Kansas. He retired in 2008.

The Rev. Kelvin B. Nesheim

Ordained in 1997, Pastor Nesheim served congregations in Northern California
until his retirement in 2008.

The Rev. George N. Thune

Ordained in 1969, Pastor Thune served congregations in New Hampshire and
California until his retirement in 2008.



Necrology

The Reverend Jack Dwight Davies
December 25, 1932 - June 25, 2008
The Rev. Jack D. Davies, age 75, died Wednesday, June 25, 2008.

Rev. Davies was born and raised in California. After graduating from Fremont high-school in Oakland,
CA he served four years in the US Air Force. He graduated from Dana College with a BS degree in
Business Administration in 1959. In 1962 he received an M.Div. from Central Seminary, Fremont,
Nebraska. (Central Seminary merged into Lutheran School of Theology - Chicago.) He was ordained
that same year.

Rev. Davies served as: Pastor, Reformation Lutheran, Wichita, KS, 1962-1969; Director, Metro Lutheran
Ministry, MO and Regional Secretary for Board of American Mission, Central States Synod, 1969-1972;

Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran, Kansas City, MO, 1972-1982; Assistant to the Bishop, Central States Synod
(LCA) 1982-1985; and Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Concord, CA, from 1985 until his retirement in

1997.

Pastor Davies is survived by his wife Lynne. Other family members are son Ken and his wife Lynn
(grandchildren Erin and Paul), son Tim and his wife Patty (grandchildren Eric and Kelsey) and daughter
Kathy and her husband Dave Jacobs.

The Reverend Norman Joseph Thalman
December 7, 1925 - June 4, 2008
The Rev. Norman Joseph Thalman, age 82, died in an automobile accident Wednesday, June 4, 2008.

Pastor Thalman was born in New Castle, Pennsylvania. He received a BA degree from Thiel College in
1947 and received both a BD and MA degree from Chicago Theological Seminary in 1952. He was
ordained that same year.

Rev Thalman served as pastor at: Christ, Clarendon Hills, IL, June 1952-September 1963; Church of the
King, Tucson, AZ, September 1963-October 1966; Christ, San Jose, CA, October 1966-March 1971; and
the merged congregation of Christ and Good Shepherd, named Christ the Good Shepherd, San Jose,
CA from March 1971 until his retirement in 1982.

He is survived by his wife, Montez Thalman, two daughters, Carol and Joy, and a son, Paul; three
stepchildren and a sister, Edith.



The Reverend Dr. Victor Roland Gold, Sr.
September 18, 1924 - September 17, 2008

The Reverend Dr. Victor Gold, Sr was born September 18, 1924 in Garden City, Kansas. He graduated
from Wartburg College, Waverly, lowa, in 1945, and attended Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque,
lowa, where he graduated with a Bachelors of Divinity degree in 1946. He received his doctoral degree
in Old Testament studies from John Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD in 1951.

Ordained in 1946, his first call was as Pastor of St Paul's Lutheran Church in Freer, Texas. He then
accepted a call to Immanuel Lutheran Church in Alice, Texas, 1946-1947. During his time of graduate
study at Johns Hopkins, he served at St. Paul's Evangelical Church in Baltimore, Maryland and as
Supply Pastor in the Maryland Synod from 1949-1952, and was Assistant Professor of Old Testament at
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio. He served as Pastor at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, from 1953-1956. In 1956, Dr. Gold was called to serve as Professor of Old
Testament at Pacific Lutheran Seminary in Berkeley, and served there until his retirement in 2004.

He is survived by his wife, the Rev. Frances Noreen Meginness; a son, Victor Jr. and wife Christine;
daughter Joanne; two step-children, Shannon and Timothy and wife Michelle; eight grandchildren and
three great grandchildren. A son, Stephan, died in 1987.

The Reverend George Edgar Steffens

June 8, 1913 - December 13, 2008
The Rev. George E. Steffens, age 95, passed away on Saturday, December 13, 2008.

Pastor Steffens was born in Yuma, Colorado. He attended San Bernardino Valley Union Junior College,
Longmire s Business College in San Bernardino, CA, Sacramento State College, Sacramento, CA, and
the University of California, Berkeley, CA. He earned a BD degree from Central Lutheran Theological
Seminary, Fremont, Nebraska, in 1952. He was ordained June 8, 1952.

Pastor Steffens served as a mission developer for the Board of American Missions of the LCA in
Sacramento, CA; Our Redeemer, Sacramento, CA; Faith, Yuma, AZ; Good Shepherd, Tempe, AZ; and
Concordia, Kingsburg, CA. He retired in 1978, and was named Pastor Emeritus of Concordia,
Kingsburg.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Lillian Sally, in 2006. He is survived by three daughters—Sherrill
Grismore, Linda Larsen and Sandy Brasher; seven grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren and six great-
great grandchildren.



The Reverend Eduards Putnins
February 16, 1909 - December 25, 2008

The Rev. Eduards Putnins, age 99, passed away on Thursday, December 25, 2008.

Pastor Putnins was born in Pociems, Latvia. He attended the University of Latvia, receiving his diploma
in 1933. That same year he received a diploma from the Institute of Theology in Latvia. He was
ordained in the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Riga on July 9, 1933. On July 11, 1933, he was
married to his wife, Nadjezda.

He served congregations in Latvia from 1933 to 1944. He was Pastor, Lutheran Refugees Free Zone,
Germany, from 1944 to 1950. In 1950 he emigrated to the United States and was received into the
American Lutheran Church. He served Trinity, Minneapolis, MN, from 1950 to 1952; Kenwood, Duluth
MN, from 1952 to 1960, and Latvian, Milwaukee, WI from 1960 to 1974. He retired in 1974 and moved
to Napa, California. In retirement he conducted services in Latvian in Napa, Sacramento, Oakland,
Santa Rosa and San Francisco, CA.

He was preceded in death by his wife in 2005. He is survived by three children, Dace Rutland, Mara
Lakis and Vija Nervick; seven grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who belie in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives andibeés in me will never die.”
John 11:25



